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steering wheel. "Since she heard about the Wiltshire place,
she's behaved like a well-preserved tigress who expected
me to make love to her but would scratch me if I did.
She's a snob if ever there was one. She's more van Leyden
than the van Leydens themselves. Look at this marriage
to Narwitz. You can bet your life she engineered it. The
Narwitz family are out of the top drawer even by the
Leydens' own reckoning. Now she's mother-in-law to a
Narwitz—a fine slap in the eye for Sophie—that's what
matters to her. And the wretched Julie's married to some
Boche she never thinks about."
"Does she never think of him?"
"Well," said Ballater, "I know her pretty well by
now. She'd talk to me about him if she " talked to
anyone."
Half the morning had passed when Ballater was gone;
in less than two hours Reeve would be ringing his little
handbell to announce another meal; and to avoid the
interruption Lewis thrust his head through the open
window of the kitchen and said that he wanted"no luncheon
to-day—he was going to the library at the Castle and would
not be back until evening.
There was blue sky above the Castle, and, between the
great tree trunks of the avenue, the wheeling sections of
the lake held streaks of blue in their grey ripple. This
is how spring comes in England, Lewis thought, when
spring has been delayed; at night you go to bed remem-
bering the winter and in the morning summer is come.
The grass at the foot of the trees was bright and fresh;
yellow and white flowers had sprung up among it; and
where the sun fell on the barrel of the tower, the dark
masonry and the creeper mounting it threw out a radiance
of gold and green by which the water was enriched—the
water and, it seemed, the air above the water, for the
atmosphere of that morning, particularly in its contact
with the surface of the pools, was charged with a golden
opalescence; the windows of the Castle shone with it and
the plumage of birds was washed in its brilliance as they
passed through the air. Soon it will be May! Lewis began

